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C-BIRD project ɀ 
who we are? 

University of Almeria, Spain 

Trakia University, 
Bulgaria 

 

 Bulgaria 

ZiP-Centar, Serbia 

Italy  

Spain 

University of Cork, 
Ireland 



Our  ÁÉÍ ÉÓȣ 

ȣ..to promote the better understanding of 

sustainable  rural  development  
across Europe, and to support the knowledge 

and practice on how cooperative  
business  contributes to the emerging 
economic, social and environmental 
challenges.  

How? ɀ mapping  rural  actors  and  
rural  system ; outline  mechanisms and 

facilitators for sustainable  dialogue  
at horizontal  level ; and facilitate the 

knowledge -sharing  process . 



Why cooperatives in agriculture?  

10,7 million cooperative employees  & 9,2 million worker -

members worldwide  

7/13/2015 

21 769 agricultural 
cooperatives in 

Europe 

6 172 746 
cooperative 
members 

347 342 mΓ 
turnover  

Gross value added of the agricultural 
industry, EUROSTAT, 2014 



Why in rural areas?  

7/13/2015 C-BIRD (PIAPP-GA-2013-611490) 

DIVERISTY! 



 
Rural development is:  

 
Å External  (central)  intervention  - to protect the loss of rural values rules, 

financial aid, rural  policies  in general 
 

Å Aspiration  of  local  people  - to improve their  own lives through: 
unlocking local resources and attracting  external ones, searching for ȬÎÅ× 
futuresȭ 
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Predominantly rural regions  

OECD

New proposal

  



Integrated system  

of rural development  

Community sustainability ɀ 

improve rural livelihoods  

Improvement of local 
markets and local economy  

Human dimension  

Demography, Education, Social structure, 
Culture, Urban life style 

Economic dimension  

Agriculture, Forestry, Rural Industry, 
Services, Tourism, New economy 

Resources and Environment  

Pollution, Biodiversity, Land-cover change, 
Fragmentation 

Political dimension  

Science and technology  


